v/

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601'R'000300350118-4 .

MIAMI THRRALD
Approved For Release 2001/03m4a~omm.wmpso 01601

G4 [Z?i’_@ﬂww

g7 T N
RN A B 1 Vo N Y ]
,ZZ i oy O

WASHINGTON ~~ On Dee. 31, 19o6,
aftor New York Times Correspandant Haryl-
son Salisbury caused a furor by reporting ci-
villan casualtics in North Victnam, Pre sxdnnt
Johnson said at a news conference that it
was the policy of his government “to bomb
only militaty talgcls ¥ owe do everything
we can to minjmize” clvilian cacualu.,,,
Johnson said.

In January 1667, however, a secret CIA
report on the 1866 bombing pregram de-
clared: “Estimated civilian and military ca-
sualties went from 13,000 to 23,000-24,000
(about 80 per cent civilians) but the figures
remained sraall relstive to the 18 million
poputation,” )

Tho wards ia parentheses, which wera in
the original CIA report, meant that as many
as 13, 600 Nerth Vietnamese civilians proba-
bly were killed by U.S. bembing that year
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C"’\“C SM IN SECKET —- On.May 23,
1966, U.S. Anba bsadm Henry Cobot Lodge
cabled Washington an unflattering private
assessment of our allies: “It is obvxomly
trua that the Vietnzimese are not today
ready for salf-government, and that’the

‘Freach actively tried to unfit them for self
government . . . But if we are going to -«

adopt the policy of tuining every Lcunuy

‘that is unfit for self-govermment over to the

Communists,
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CRYSTAL B‘.\LL DERPA TT‘JL\”. On
April 16, 1966 «— two and a half years be-
fore the presidential elections -~- Assistant
Secretary of State William Buady wrote a
memo saying, “As we look a year ot {wo

.aliead, with a military prozram that would

requiré major further budget costs, with all’
their dmplications for taxes and domestic

“progiams, and with steady and probably ris-

ing casualtics, the war could well become an
albztross around the administration’s neck,
at least cqual to what Korca was for Presi-
dont Truman in 1952." . -
® * *

. VTEEN The. joint
chiefs of staff showed high confidance in the

aceuracy of theiv ‘suzgmal” Lombiing in
April 1956, wien LhCJ recommaanded an ate
tack on petroleum dumps in Hanel. Tha pen-
tagon papers analyst commented: “scine-
what optimistxcﬂly, the report (from the
JCS) cstimated that the (petreleum) strike
would involve only 13 civilian casualties
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EXPENDABLE KY — On April 12, 1966,
the U.S. Ambassador in Saigon, Maxwell
Taylor, sent a mamo to the President on an
uprising ted by the monk Tri Quang against
the yuling directorats headed by Marshal
(now vice.president) Nguyen Cao Ky. Taylor
wrote: “We must prevent Tri Quang from
overthrowing the divectorats (with or with-
out Ky who peracnally is expend«h[e) "
(Palentnnacs in ougmal)
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C WASHINGLON.--On Dec. 37, 1966, after* New York Times
*“correspondent Mavrison Salisburg caused a furor by reporting -
. civilian casualtics in North Vietnaimn, President Johnson told a
‘news conference it was the policy of his government 10 bomb
! only military targets.” ‘ o :
; «ywe do everylhing we can to minimize” civilian castial-
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. S ies,” M. Johneon said, _ { |
#-  In Janvary 1967, however, a sccret CIA report on the 1966 i

; bombing program declaved: “Estimaied civilian and military ] o

. casualtics went from 13,000 to 23-24,000 (about 80 percent civil- : :

i

* “jans), but the figures remained small relative to the 18 million
o , population.” ‘ . i ' .
' The words in parentheses, which were in the original CIA. /
- report, meant that as many as 19,000 North Vietnawese civil- ;
" fans probably were killed by U. & bombing that year alone. S
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w0 CYNICISM IN SECRET--On May 23, 1945, U. S, Ambassa- . !
o o dor Henry Cabot Lodge cabled Wash- - |
ington an uaflattering private assess-
“ment of our allies: “Jt is obviously !
{rue that the Vietnamese arc not to-
day yeady ‘for sclf-government, and
that the Freuch actively tried to unfit
them for self-government . . . But if
we are going to adopt” the policy of .
“turning every country that is unfit for
self-povernment over to the Commu-:
nists, there won't be much. of the
world left.” ‘ :
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CRYSTAL BALL PEPARTMENT:
On April 16, 1965--two and a half years
-~ On April 1966~two and « half years | ,
¢ _pefore the Prosidential clections—--
" Assistant Secretary of State William Bundy wrote a memo say- . /
“.ing, “As we look a year or two ahead, with a military progrant ,"‘
- that would require major further budget costs, with all their ;
jmplications for taxcs and domestic programs, and with steady
i and probably rising casualties, the war could well become an-
' albatross around the administration’s neck, at least equal to
. what Korea was for President Truraan in 1952.” : :
¥ NI I
: UNLUCKY THIRJEEN--The Joint Chiefs of Staff showed -
+high confidence in the accuracy of their “surgical” bombing '
s-in- April 1966, when they recommended an attack oo petro-
:leum dumps in Hanoi. The Pentagon papers analyst cont-
.,{‘,mcntcd: “gomewhat optimisticany, the report (from the JCS)
#estimated that the (petroleum) strike would invoive only 13
. ‘civilian casualtics. . 2 ’ . .
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L EXPENDABLE KY--On April 12, 1966, the U. 8. ambassa-
- dor in Saigon, Maxwell Taylor, sent a memo to the President -

on an uprising led by themonle Tri Quang against the ruling
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A overthrowing-the -directorate (with or without Ky, -who pel-- ===~ 5011484 -~ — ~
ganally is cxpendable).” - REEIREE .o o
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